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For the first 128 years of our country's history, not a single woman served in the Senate or

House of Representatives. All of that changed, however, in November 1916, when Jeannette

Rankin of Montana became the first woman elected to Congress--even before the Nineteenth

Amendment gave women across the U.S. the right to vote. Beginning with the women's

suffrage movement and going all the way through the results of the 2012 election, Ilene Cooper

deftly covers more than a century of U.S. history in order to highlight the influential and diverse

group of female leaders who opened doors for women in politics as well as the nation as a

whole. Featured women include Hattie Caraway (the first woman elected to the Senate), Patsy

Mink (the first woman of color to serve in Congress), Shirley Chisholm (the first African-

American woman in Congress), and present-day powerhouses like Nancy Pelosi and Hillary

Clinton. The book is filled with lively illustrations and archival photographs. It includes a

glossary, index, and chart of all the women who have served in Congress.
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first Congress, in 1789, until the 65th Congress, in 1917, women served in nei-ther the House

of Representatives nor the Senate. It wasn’t until a suffragist from Montana named Jeannette

Rankin won her state’s congressional election that women first came to the House. “I may be

the first woman member of Congress,” she declared, “but I won’t be the last.” She wasn’t, but

it’s been slow going. That was the slogan of Bella Abzug’s suc-cessful 1970 election campaign.
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ther the House of Representatives nor the Senate. It wasn’t until a suffragist from Montana

named Jeannette Rankin won her state’s congressional election that women first came to the

House. “I may be the first woman member of Congress,” she declared, “but I won’t be the last.”

She wasn’t, but it’s been slow going.Beginning with the women’s suffrage movement and

ending with the 2012 elec- tions, A Woman in the House (and Senate) chronicles more than

150 years of Ameri- can history and the lives of the female lead-ers who have helped shape it.

Bestselling author Ilene Cooper highlights the victories—and defeats—of the diverse and in-

spiring group of women who have worked tirelessly to break down barriers and open doors for

countless other women, as well as children and men, across our nation. Those profiled include

Rebecca Felton, the first female senator; Patsy Takemoto Mink, the first woman of color in

Congress; Shirley Chisholm, the first African American woman in Congress; and contemporary

leaders like Minority Leader and former Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Ileana Ros-

Lehtinen, the first Hispanic woman in Congress. The book includes illustrations and

photographs throughout, an appendix, a bibliography, a chart showing every woman who has

served in the United States Congress, and a foreword by former U.S. Senator Olympia Snowe.
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F O R E W O R Dor too long, women in America had to endure the myth ofwhat—or where—a

“woman’s place” should be. Today, much haschanged, and a woman’s place is virtually

anywhere—includingthe United States Congress! For too long, women in America had to

endure the myth of what—or where—a “woman’s place” should be. Today, much has changed,

and a woman’s place is virtually anywhere—including the United States Congress!A Woman in

the House (and Senate) tells the fascinating andimportant story of this ongoing transformation,

taking the reader on a journeyfrom before women’s suffrage to a record number of female

representativesand senators. With vibrant verbal portraits of trailblazing women, IleneCooper

brings to life the indispensable significance of women’s contributions toCongress and our

nation. This book will also inspire and empower America’snewest generation to continue the

unfinished work of ensuring that morewomen serve at all levels of elective office. A Woman in
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representatives and senators. With vibrant verbal portraits of trailblazing women, Ilene Cooper

brings to life the indispensable significance of women’s contributions to Congress and our

nation. This book will also inspire and empower America’s newest generation to continue the



unfinished work of ensuring that more women serve at all levels of elective office.If it is true
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public service, or in any endeavor, shouldn’tbe based on gender but rather on dedication and
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ofRepresentatives, there were only sixteen womenout of 435 members of the House, and only

onefemale senator. So we all felt a tremendous obligationto “go to bat” for the women of

America. Like manywho came before us, as described in this book, there was In 1978, my first

year in the House of Representatives, there were only sixteen women out of 435 members of

the House, and only one female senator. So we all felt a tremendous obligation to “go to bat”

for the women of America. Like many who came before us, as described in this book, there

was a deep understanding that if we didn’t fight for women’s issues, no one would.a deep

understanding that if we didn’t fight for women’s issues, no one would.Incredibly, that was a

time in America when child-support enforcement wasviewed as strictly a woman’s problem. A

time when pensions were canceledwithout a spouse’s approval. A time when family and

medical leave wasn’tthe law of the land. A time when women unbelievably were

systematicallyexcluded from potentially life-saving clinical medical trials. Incredibly, that was a
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inequities—proving againthat there is no substitute for having women in the arena to drive the
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substitute for having women in the arena to drive the agenda!As you will glean from the profiles

encompassed in this book, womenalso frequently bring a different perspective to decision-

making. They tendto be practical, results-oriented, and focused on getting to the bottom line

ofa problem! As you will glean from the profiles encompassed in this book, women also

frequently bring a different perspective to decision-making. They tend to be practical, results-

oriented, and focused on getting to the bottom line of a problem!That’s one of the reasons it is

critical that more women are elected,especially given that today’s extreme political partisanship

is preventing usfrom meeting the monumental challenges facing our nation. Another is that,



inour representative form of government, shouldn’t our governing institutions bemore reflective
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monumental challenges facing our nation. Another is that, in our representative form of

government, shouldn’t our governing institutions be more reflective of society as a whole?The

total number of woman senators and representatives in America’shistory is 296. That’s out of a

total of 12,099 individuals who have servedin Congress. Those women could all sit in the

chamber of the House ofRepresentatives . . . with 139 seats to spare! While 101 women serve

in Congressin 2013, indisputably there is still significant progress to be made. The storiestold

here should spark all of us—and particularly girls and women—to closethat gender gap. The

total number of woman senators and representatives in America’s history is 296. That’s out of a

total of 12,099 individuals who have served in Congress. Those women could all sit in the

chamber of the House of Representatives . . . with 139 seats to spare! While 101 women serve

in Congress in 2013, indisputably there is still significant progress to be made. The stories told

here should spark all of us—and particularly girls and women—to close that gender

gap.Ultimately, if we are to celebrate and strengthen the vast array of optionsavailable to girls

and women today, we must learn about those who fought togive life and reality to our dreams.

If we are to attain our fullest potential as anation and exercise our rights as Americans, we

must understand that thoserights came to us not by entitlement but by tenacity and

perseverance. AsA Woman in the House (and Senate) conveys with a sense of wit and

wonder,we are now the bearers of the torch that so many lit before us, and of theirextraordinary

legacy, which will forever endure. Ultimately, if we are to celebrate and strengthen the vast

array of options available to girls and women today, we must learn about those who fought to

give life and reality to our dreams. If we are to attain our fullest potential as a nation and

exercise our rights as Americans, we must understand that those rights came to us not by

entitlement but by tenacity and perseverance. As A Woman in the House (and Senate) conveys

with a sense of wit and wonder, we are now the bearers of the torch that so many lit before us,

and of their extraordinary legacy, which will forever endure.OLYMPIA SNOWEFORMER U.S.

SENATOR

I N T R O D U C T I O Nee that building? The one with the wedding-cake dome? (It’s really

made of cast iron.)That’s the United States Capitol Building. It’sthe home of the United States

Congress. See that building? The one with the wedding-cake dome? (It’s really made of cast

iron.)That’s the United States Capitol Building. It’sthe home of the United States Congress.The

United States is governedby three equal branches ofgovernment.THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH

Hail to thechief !THE JUDICIAL BRANCH Nine—count‘em, nine—Supreme Court Judges.THE

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH That’s theCongress.Our Congress has two parts, known aschambers:

the Senate and the House ofRepresentatives—”the House,” for short.viiiINTRODUCTIONThe

Senate currently has 100 members: two senators from every state in theUnion, no matter how

big or how small. Each senator is elected for a six-year term. The Senate currently has 100

members: two senators from every state in the Union, no matter how big or how small. Each

senator is elected for a six-year term.The House has 435 members. The number of

representatives from eachstate depends on population. The states with the most people have

the mostrepresentatives. Representatives are elected for a two-year term. The House has 435

members. The number of representatives from each state depends on population. The states

with the most people have the most representatives. Representatives are elected for a two-

year term.The word “Congress” has another meaning. It’s also the name for the two-year



period when senators and representatives meet in Washington, D.C., todo their work. Since the

founding of our country there have been more than ahundred Congresses. The word

“Congress” has another meaning. It’s also the name for the two- year period when senators

and representatives meet in Washington, D.C., to do their work. Since the founding of our

country there have been more than a hundred Congresses.Guess how many womenserved in

the U.S. Senate andthe House of Representativesfrom the first Congress in 1789until the 65th

Congress beganin 1917. Guess how many women served in the U.S. Senate and the House of

Representatives from the first Congress in 1789 until the 65th Congress began in 1917.200?

100? 50?200? 100? 50?Zero. Nada. None. That’sright, there was not one womansenator or

member of theHouse during the first 128years of our country’s history.What’s up with that?

Zero. Nada. None. That’s right, there was not one woman senator or member of the House

during the first 128 years of our country’s history.What’s up with that?ach state also has its own

version of Congress. Forty-nine of the fiftystates have two-chamber legislatures, usually called

the Senate andthe House of Representatives, though some have other names.

Nebraska’slegislature has just one body, and it’s called the Senate. Although the UnitedStates

House and Senate did not have a woman representative until 1917, threewomen were elected

to Colorado’s House of Representatives in 1894! Coloradowas the first state to have woman

legislators. But that’s another story. Each state also has its own version of Congress. Forty-nine

of the fifty states have two-chamber legislatures, usually called the Senate and the House of

Representatives, though some have other names. Nebraska’s legislature has just one body,

and it’s called the Senate. Although the United States House and Senate did not have a

woman representative until 1917, three women were elected to Colorado’s House of

Representatives in 1894! Colorado was the first state to have woman legislators. But that’s

another story.ix
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long been under-represented. For the first 128 years in our nation’s history, not one woman

had served in Congress. That changed in 1916 when Jeannette Rankin from Montana became

the first woman elected to the House of Representatives. Even though a sizeable number of

women have served in either the House or the Senate since then, the Senate has never been

comprised of more than 25 percent women, and the percentages in the House are lower than

that. But, people will feel encouraged that things could change when they read about all of the

influential woman who have thus far opened doors into that arena!The text is chock-full of facts

and tidbits about well-known women politicians like Hillary Clinton and Nancy Pelosi, as well as

less-known ones like Florence Khan and Ruth Hanna McCormick.The text is accompanied by

photos of every woman mentioned, as well as cartoon-like drawings that highlight certain

topics. The author includes an appendix with additional info about the three branches of

government, women and suffrage, politics and politicians, democrats and republicans, how a

bill is passed, congressional committees, the cabinet, the women’s movement, the Equal

Rights Amendment and impeachment. There is also a complete list of women in Congress,

with each name listed alphabetically; endnotes; a bibliography; an acknowledgments page; and

an index.Even though this book was written for a middle-school audience, it is a great resource

for anyone interested in the topic of women in American politics, particularly in Congress. I also

recommend it for anyone simply looking for a good book to read.Reviewed by Christine Irvin”

Carla S., “Wonderful, informative book on a neglected topic. Buy this one for your daughters

and granddaughters - heck, and your sons too! Wonderful, informative book on a neglected

topic.”

The book by Ilene Cooper has a rating of  5 out of 3.5. 5 people have provided feedback.
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